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Ednan ASLAN




Title : Rethinking religious education in the light of  empirical 

research

Summary : Muslims living in Europe find themselves confronted with 

completely new social, economic and particularly legal conditions, 

which they have not experienced in their histories or current political 

and socio-cultural situations. This situation poses a new challenge for 

Islamic theology.

In order to understand the situation of  Muslims in Europe one needs to 

grapple with and understand the reality of  their lives as well as the ability 

to view the dynamics of  a pluralistic and secular society from different 



212

perspectives. This is a prerequisite if  Muslims want to build a lasting 

home in Europe.

Islamic theological tradition in its current form, however, has long lost its 

dynamic reaction and tries to makes sense of  modern times drawing from 

traditions. These times cannot be understood through the application 

of  common research traditions drawn from Islamic theology. Within 

this area of  tension arises a problem, which is that Islamic theology 

attempts to draw on methods of  classical Fiqh/U ūl al-fiqh  to explain 

the complex questions of  current times. The scientific field of  Fiqh, 

however, struggles to explain their very own scientific traditions, never 

mind succeeding at rationalising the realities of  current times. In this 

situation of  desperation Fiqh has reduced itself  to a Fatwa tradition, 

which tries to fob off  the deep questions of  Muslims with superficial 

answers.

Secular Pluralistic conditions are challenging science to continuously 

respond to this dynamic process of  change and to come up with 

explanations for complex developments.
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Muslims cannot resist this challenge and they bear the responsibility in 

the midst of  society to develop methods and terms that help Muslims 

to understand and interpret the dynamic process from their own 

perspectives.

This task requires that Islamic theology opens itself  up to relevant 

methods of  the social sciences. It also necessitates that it understands 

the lived religiosity and every day culture as well as the desire to portray 

oneself  as “different” against the backdrop of  mainstream culture.

This speech attempts to identify the necessary areas of  research of  

Islamic theology, which it needs to grapple with if  Islamic theology 

wants to claim a place within university sciences.
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Fikret KARCIC




Title : Doing research in Islamic law today : institutional framework 

and methodological approaches

Summary : This paper deals with ways how Islamic law is studied today.  

There are several institutional  frameworks available: 

(1) Islamic law as a part of  Islamic sciences, 

(2) as a part of  legal positivist education, 

(3) as a part of  legal comparative studies and,

(4) as a part of  general Islamic studies in the West.

Main methodological approaches in doing research in Islamic law include: 
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legal-dogmatic method, legal history, comparative legal method, law and 

society and legal anthropology.

The author is of  opinion that in the research and study of  Islamic law 

it is important to adopt the position of  methodological pluralism and 

to combine adequate methods. For instance, traditional legal-dogmatic 

method will be useful when we study what Islamic law is ought to be, 

legal history can give us a dynamic picture of  Islamic law while Law and 

society approach will lead us to study law in codes, law in books and 

law in reality. Anthropological approach will focus on courts procedure. 

This method will be especially valuable while doing research on Islamic 

law in secular societies, when its interpretation and application is related 

to society and not to state.

Methodological pluralism may help us to make adequate research into 

non-changeable and changeable elements of  Islamic law.
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Mathias ROHE






Title : Perspectives of  Idjtihad in a European secular context

Summary : This paper will first give an outline of  the framing conditions 

of  the application/realization of  Islamic norms in a secular European 

context. Secularity does not intend to ban religion from public space, but 

to the contrary opens space for it. Second, we have to distingish between 

the religious/ethical and the legal norms of  Islam. Inhowfar can they 

be applied and interpreted anew in a European context ? The paper will 

give examples regarding Islamic ritual practice and the formulation of  

matrimonial contracts and wills by using idjtihad.
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